Brief comment text:

Subject: Opposition to NextNav’s Proposed Utilization of the IMS Band in the 900 MHz Spectrum

Date: Sept 4, 2024

To: Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: Opposition to the Proposal by NextNav for Utilization of the IMS Band in the 900 MHz Spectrum (Docket No. 24-240)

Dear Commissioners,

I am writing to formally oppose the proposal by NextNav to utilize the 900 MHz spectrum for Integrated Mobile Satellite (IMS) services. Our opposition is based on significant concerns related to the potential disruption of existing services, particularly those critical to the Internet of Things (IoT) industry.

1. Interference with IoT and Critical Infrastructure:
The 900 MHz band is a vital resource for IoT applications, enabling a wide range of services from smart grid management to industrial automation. The introduction of IMS services by NextNav could result in harmful interference that disrupts these essential operations. IoT devices, which often operate with minimal power and require reliable connectivity, are particularly susceptible to interference. Such disruptions could lead to operational inefficiencies, data loss, and even safety hazards in critical infrastructure sectors.

2. Adverse Effects on Innovation and Economic Growth:
The 900 MHz band has fostered significant innovation within the IoT industry, supporting the development of new technologies and business models. Allowing NextNav to utilize this band for IMS services could stifle this innovation by creating an environment of uncertainty and increased operational challenges. The economic implications of such a shift could be profound, potentially hindering the growth of the IoT sector, which is poised to be a cornerstone of future economic development.

3. Impact on Rural and Underserved Areas:
The 900 MHz band plays an essential role in providing reliable communication services in rural and underserved areas. These regions often depend on IoT-based solutions to bridge gaps in infrastructure and service delivery. The reallocation or sharing of this spectrum with NextNav’s IMS services could degrade the quality and availability of these solutions, further entrenching the digital divide and leaving these communities without critical technological advancements.

4. Spectrum Management and Long-Term Considerations:
Effective spectrum management is crucial for maintaining a balanced and forward-looking telecommunications environment. Allocating the 900 MHz band to NextNav for IMS services could set a worrying precedent, where short-term commercial interests overshadow the long-term needs of existing industries. We believe that the FCC should prioritize the continued support and growth of the IoT industry by preserving the 900 MHz band for its current and future uses.

Conclusion:
Given the significant potential for interference and the negative impact on the IoT industry, we strongly urge the FCC to reject NextNav’s proposal for the utilization of the IMS band in the 900 MHz spectrum. Protecting the integrity of this band is essential for the continued innovation and growth of IoT technologies, as well as for the maintenance of critical infrastructure and services in rural and underserved areas.

Thank you for considering our position. We are eager to collaborate with the FCC and other stakeholders to ensure that spectrum allocation decisions support the broader goals of innovation, economic growth, and public safety.

Sincerely,

Nincom Phoop
